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SSG Volunteers Make a Difference 

MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE – GUNTER ANNEX, Ala. -- Volunteers from the Standard 

Systems Group got up early on October 25th to make a difference for people in the local 

community here, joining more than three million people across the United States. 

Make a Difference Day, held annually in October, is designed to encourage neighbors to 

help one another. “Because military members move around, volunteering is an opportunity to 

give back to whatever community we’re in,” Master Sgt. Kenith Isreal, SSG’s volunteer 

coordinator, said. “I think we don’t actually become part of the community until we get out and 

volunteer.” 

The volunteers from SSG chose to tackle cleaning up a nearby park as their way to make a 

difference in the community. 

“We wanted to touch an area that everyone in the city can visit,” Isreal, said. “It costs the 

city so much to keep the parks clean, so this was a worthwhile project.” 

Volunteers trimmed trees, cut back underbrush, picked up tree limbs and trash, and 

cleaned the running track and nine exercise stations. It didn't matter what they were doing, the 

important thing was having an opportunity to make a difference in the lives of others, 

volunteers said. 
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Collection drives were also popular on Saturday. 

The Standard Systems Group collected cell phones and clothing for the Family Sunshine 

House; towels, newspaper and a dog kennel for the Montgomery Humane Society; and food for 

the Montgomery Food Bank. 

Although one day is set aside as Make A Difference Day, SSG employees make a difference 

in the community all year long, volunteering with Habitat for Humanity, the Community Care 

program and the Salvation Army’s Feed the Needy, as well as many other activities. “We had 

many volunteers working to build the Boundless Playground,” Isreal said. (The playground was 

designed so that all children, the fully able, as well as those who have physical, sensory and 

developmental disabilities, can play together.) 

Airman 1st Class Henry Moton, an Equipment Control Technician who has been at SSG for 

six months, regularly helps with volunteer activities. “I always volunteer because I like to make 

a difference in the community.  Being there and doing something may make a small difference 

in the community, but may greatly impact someone’s life.” 

Having a positive impact on someone’s life is why many SSG members spend one hour a 

week helping students through the Partners in Education program. “I find that spending that 

one hour a week during the school year lets these kids know that they can do anything as long 

as they have a solid educational foundation,” Lt. Col. Oveta White-Abisogun, Systems Security 

Divison Chief, said. “I want them to see that someone coming from the same background can 

be successful. I tell them that if they work hard, their dreams can come true.” 
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